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JOINT MEETING 
 SARTELL CITY COUNCIL 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
PARK COMMISSION 

JULY 16, 2008 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
CITY COUNCIL tw9{9b¢Υ  a!¸hw hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ /h¦b/L[ a9a.9w{Υ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9¢9w{hbΣ t9w{Y9 
 
JOINT PLANNING COMMISSION PRESENT: ROBIN FROELICH, TOM BEUTEL,  

      JERRY HETTWER, SANDRA CORDIE 
 

PARK COMMISSION PRESENT:        TRYG HANSON, BARB MEYER, LORNA NESTEL 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  BOB SCHUNICHT, CITY ENGINEER 
   ANITA RASMUSSEN,  PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR  
   BRAD BORDERS, PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 
   JUDY MOLITOR, RECORDING SECRETARY 
 
7:33 P.M. aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ were made. 
 
Anita Rasmussen,  Planning & Community Development Director gave a brief overview of the process  
leading up to the proposal of the athletic facilities design of the Golf Course.  An open house was held at 
the Golf Course Club House on June 30th to receive public input  for the three design options presented. 
Design options A, B and C were presented.  Suggestions from staff was to take the best ideas from all 
three plans and put these ideas into one plan and return to  Bonestroo for final cost estimate. This final 
draft would then be presented to each commission with final approval by the City Council. 
 
Anita Rasmussen reviewed the plans for all three concepts  and outlined the main differences in each 
plan. All options contain the same amenities with alternate location of the road connecting Pine Cone 
Road and the Wilds development. Anita highlighted some the public comments from the open house such 
as the need for a water park and longer adult playing fields. Anita also discussed the possibility of a 
regional aquatic center, which is in the basic planning process. The City of Sartell is represented on a St. 
Cloud task force for a potential regional aquatic center along with members from St. Cloud, Waite Park 
and Sauk Rapids. 
 
Barb Meyer, Park Commission,  talked about the regional aquatic center and if that is a possibility, may 
affect plans for how the golf course is developed. 
 
Council member Hennes talked about a community aquatic center which would not only be a water park, 
could have other amenities as well. There is still interest in the Dehler property, especially with land along 
the river. 
 
Tom Beutel, Planning Commission,  favored the east/west connection through the golf course and talked 
about the need for more minor collector streets. Beutel asked if there would be a possibility to make a 
connection to 7th Street at some time.  
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/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊ [ȅƴŎƘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ άŎέ ōŜ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ 
residential area.  
 
Jerry Hettwer, Joint Planning Commission, questioned the long term operation of the 9-hole golf course. 
Anita explained the potential for other uses since it is zoned R-1, however now it will remain a golf course. 
 
Council member Perske suggested placing trails through the entire golf course, possibly extending to 
Bakers Lake and Blackberry Ridge, giving the neighborhoods a path connection. 
 
Sandra Cordie, Joint Planning Commission, suggested to eliminate the excess land on the west side of the 
course to allow for a walking/bike path and build a bridge over the drainage ditch. 
 
Council member Peterson suggested to utilize the excess property for a trail system on the west side, hold 
off selling the land to boundary residents on the east side of the property and keep the land for trail 
system. 
 
Sandra Cordie, Joint Planning Commission suggested to work with the school for combined activities. 
Cordie questioned if  soccer and football players could use the same fields with structured play times and  
suggested adding some volleyball court areas as well. 
 
Council member Perske  commented that both soccer and football could be played on the same field with 
a potential for 10 games being played at one time. Sartell does have enough players to support the fields, 
however Perske does not believe there is a need to develop the entire golf course at this time. Perske 
talked about flexibility of field use and suggested to leave green space as much as possible.  Striping can 
be done for whatever sport, depending on the time of year. Perske does not believe  a trail going through 
the playing fields is a good idea ς go around ball fields instead. Add restrooms to the quad plex in the 
center of the fields. 
 
Robin Froelich, Joint Planning Commission, questioned how to determine parking needs. Anita said 
Bonestroo could determine needs based on expertise. 
 
Barb Meyer, Park Commission, suggested staff contact John Ross from the school to determine the need 
of youth  and adult fields needed, or if the fields can be combined. /ƻƴŎŜǇǘ άōέ ŀǇpears to give more 
space. 
 
Brad Borders, Public Works Director, asked the group if the City should upgrade Northside Park and if 
there is still a need for adult baseball fields. 
 
aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ŎƭŀǊƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘ with their facilities and are not 
interested in combining with the City at this time. A suggestion was made to build out the softball field, 
include concessions/beer stand to generate  financial support and possibly move the Muskies to this field.  
The consensus of the group was that the first consideration to the plan should be to construct a 
connecting road, which could possibly help traffic concerns as well as funding from private donations. 
hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊƻŀŘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘ άŀέ ƻǊ άōέ, consensus  supports 
/ƻƴŎŜǇǘ άōέΦ  
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Council member Hennes  suggested  the City consider selling the excess property and use the funds to pay 
for amenities.  Hennes agrees with the idea to have fields for multiple uses, space for a tree farm by 
Rosewood, possible community gardens and cross country ski trails. 
 
Trig Hanson, Park Commission also prefers bike/sidewalk trails and being flexible with playing fields. 
 
 Jerry Hettwer, Wƻƛƴǘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ άŀέ ƻǾŜǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ άōέ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǾŜŘ 
road, which may slow traffic. Agrees to keep the land and not sell. 
 
{ŀƴŘǊŀ /ƻǊŘƛŜΣ Wƻƛƴǘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ άōέΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƭŦ Ŏourse, 
place the trails/path from the south end of the course to the north, likes the idea to have Rosewood add 
to tree farm and the community garden. Cordie also suggested a school group (seniors) could be at the 
table for comments. 
 
Tom Beutel, feels we are fortunate funds are not available now, gives the City time to plan and develop in 
phases. Agrees not to sell off land and suggested possibly one location for pleasure/hockey skating rinks. 
 
Brad Borders, Public Works Director discussed ideas for sharing pleasure and hockey rinks. Brad also 
talked about a picnic area shelter to accommodate 12 picnic tables. 
 
Council member Peterson suggested installing electric  for future lights along trails. Peterson also talked 
about the lack of quality of ice for pleasure skating at Val Smith Park. 
 
aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƎƻƭŦ Ŏƭǳō ƘƻǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘƻƳŜ ōŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
Historical Society and meeting room for the Senior Connection. 
 
Anita Rasmussen shared the comments from Pete Johnson, chair of the Baseball Association and that they 
would prefer to stay at Northside Park.  Anita also brought up a suggestion for an archery range, however 
most of the group cautioned an archery range would not be safe at this location. 
 
Robin Froelich, Joint Planning Commission suggested adding a skate board park.  Brad Borders, Public 
Works Director talked about the possibility of a skate board park being incorporated with hockey in off 
season. 
 
Anita Rasmussen, Planning Director summarized the discussions as follows:  
 

 aŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƛƴ /ƻƴŎŜǇǘ ά.έ 

 Design field areas more generic to accommodate a variety of uses (sand 
volleyball/soccer/football/softball/lacrosse/baseball/adult & youth fields) 

 Move tree nursery area next to Rosewood Nursery 

 Add community gardens to the excess property 

 Add picnic shelter area 

 Add trail pedestrian path along the west side of the golf course 

 Provide lighted trails 

 Historical Society meeting room and artifacts display in Club house and meeting room for Senior 
Connection 

 Design accommodating additional parking areas 
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 Center concession stand with restrooms to accommodate fields 

 Two concept plans with one plan containing a  premier baseball field 

 Design living fence between active golf course and playing fields 
 
 
aŀȅƻǊ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ ŀŘƧƻǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ  фΥмр ǇΦƳΦ 
 
 
 

Minutes By: 
 
 
 

 
Judy Molitor 

     Administrative Secretary 
  
 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
¢ƛƳ hΩ5ǊƛǎŎƻƭ  
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
  

  


