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SARTELL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES  OF  JUNE 9,  2008____________________________                11th     MEETING 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof the 11th  meeting of 2008 was held on June 9, 2008, in the 
council chambers of the Sartell City Hall.  Mayor O’Driscoll called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT: Mayor O’Driscoll, Council members:  Hennes, Lynch, Perske, Peterson, 
ABSENT:  None 
ALSO PRESENT:  Patti Gartland, City Administrator 

Judy Molitor, Administrative Secretary 
Mary Degiovanni, Finance Director 
Judy Molitor, Administrative Secretary 
Bob Schunicht, City Engineer 

   Brad Borders: Public Works Director 
   Jim Hughes, Police Chief 
   Anita Rasmussen, Planning & Community Development Director 
 
 PLEDGE OF  ALLEGIANCE 
 
AGENDA REVIEW AND  ADOPTION 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY LYNCH AND SECONDED BY HENNES APPROVING THE AGENDA AS  
PRESENTED. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ HENNES, LYNCH, PERSKE, PETERSON 
NAY:   NONE 
MOTION  CARRIED 
 
 APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
  
A MOTION WAS MADE BY PETERSON AND SECONDED BY PERSKE APROVING THE MINUTES OF MAY 
27, 2008 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

a. May Building Inspectors Report – Acceptance 
b. May Fire Marshal/Code Official Report – Acceptance 
c. May Finance Directors Report – Acceptance 
d. Approval of voucher payments dated June 5, 2008 
e. Approval of Public Works Commission notes for May 29, 2008 
f. Professional Development Registrations: City Administrator to attend CGMC Conference in 

Mankato on July 30-August 1 and ICMA conference in Richmond, VA from 9/20-9/24/08 
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g. Approval of resolution approving a premises permit renewal application for Benton Drive Mini 
Serve/Optimist Club of St. Cloud 

h. Approval of contract renewal for supplemental building inspection services with Mid State 
Home Inspections. 

i. Approval of a conditional one-day temporary on-sale liquor license, special event & noise 
exemption permit, temporary closure of a portion of Troup Drive, and block party permit for the 
Sartell Chamber of Commerce Street Dance event on August 23, 2008 

j. Approval of resolution setting a public hearing for June 23, 2008 for a utility vacation request 
from Ferche Development for a portion of Pine Lakes Plat 1 on 15th Street South 

k. Approval of resolution authorizing interfund loan from the Water fund to the Sewer fund. 
l. Resolution declaring cost to be assessed and calling for a public hearing for July 14, 2008 on 

assessments for the 19th Avenue Street & utility extension improvement project. 
m. Approval of block party permit from Watab Springs for 1st Street North on June 13, 2008, from 5-

9 p.m. 
n. Approval of block party permit from; the Wilds for 8th Street North between 19th Avenue and 

Grizzly Lane on June 20, 2008 from 5-9 pm 
  
A MOTION WAS MADE BY PERSKE AND SECONDED BY LYNCH !ttwh±LbD /hb{9b¢ !D9b5! ά!- Nέ 
AS PRESENTED. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

a.  Proposed assessment for 9th Street NE public improvement project 
 
Jeremy Mathiasen, Assistant City Engineer presented the public improvement project for 9th Street NE 
and the assessments associated with the project.   One property owner, Diverse Properties of Sartell is 
affected by the assessment for water main, street and storm sewer. The total assessment is $19,785.00. 
 
Mayor O’Driscoll opened and closed the hearing at 7:10 p.m.  No oral or written testimony was received. 
 
Resolution adopting assessments for 9th Street NE improvements project 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNES AND SECONDED BY PETERSON APPROVING RESOLUTION 66-08 
ADOPTING ASSESSMENT PROJECT #901-08103-0, 2008 9TH STREET NE IMPROVEMENTS.  
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED  
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Resolution  receiving bids and awarding contract for the 9th Street NE & Val Smith Park Trail project 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY LYNCH AND SECONDED BY PETERSON APPROVING RESOLUTION 67-08 
AWARDING THE CONTRACT FOR THE 9TH STREET NE AND VAL SMITH PARK TRAIL PROJECT TO C & L 
EXCAVATING, INC.,  IN THE AMOUNT OF $288,257.88. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED  
 
Council member Perske  discussed the use of PVC piping in the past. Engineer Bob Schunicht explained 
that PVC piping will be used on the Brookwood Lane project and the new southwest water treatment 
plant. To locate the pipe for future repair needs a wire is run with the PVC at installation. Perske then 
verified the use of ½ cent sales tax funds for the Val Smith Park trail portion of $80, 555.00. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

a. Proposal for regional roadway and park master plan services for former golf course property. 
 
Anita Rasmussen, Planning and Community Development Director explained the scope of services which 
was submitted to Bonestroo requesting professional planning services to develop a master development 
and roadway plan for the golf course. The purpose of the plan is to determine an approximate roadway 
location from the Wilds to Pine Cone Road,  long term use of the golf course configuration,  layout of 
athletic facilities including all ball fields indentified in the athletic complex study as well as cost 
estimates and implementation of a phasing strategy.  In an effort to keep the planning process 
affordable, staff would host the public open houses, facilitate the joint meetings with the Park 
Commission, Planning Commission and City Council, as well as the presenting the master plan for 
approval to the Commissions and the Council. The cost for Bonestroo to complete the regional and 
roadway master plan would not exceed $10,000, using funding from the general park fund. 
 
Council member Peterson  questioned the amount  of money designated in phase I  for inventory  and 
schematic plans, and if this inventory was already completed at the time of purchase?  Anita explained 
that most of the funding would be used for the creation of three schematic plans , utilizing the existing 
inventory already collected, soil borings,  wetland delineation and storm water plans. 
 
Council member Perske asked if more soil borings will be needed, particularly if a parking lot is installed. 
Engineer Schunicht  does not anticipate borings at this time, however would be necessary prior to any 
construction. 
 
Mayor O’Driscoll talked about a possible timeline of approximately 5 years until funds would be 
available to develop the course and questioned what extent of work does the City want put into this 
project to determine location and types of fields, etc, knowing that in five years preferences may 
change. Engineer Schunicht explained these plans would cover the area where fields could be located to 
service all types of playing fields. O’Driscoll also questioned the potential property where the 9-hole golf 
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course is located and if this is part of the build-out consideration.  Patti explained that under this scope 
of services, the long range plan for the 9 hole golf course was assumed to be in operation as a golf 
course therefore is not a part of this plan. Mayor O’Driscoll verified public funds available from sales tax 
and park funds and that this plan would help as far as the City soliciting grants, donor contributions  or 
in-kind contributions to help cover some costs.  Patti updated the Council on a meeting held with a 
potential private donor and the importance of a visual plan for any donor prior to making a contribution. 
 
Council member Hennes asked the Engineer if this plan also includes a location of potential trails and 
Schunicht verified that it did. 
 
Council member Lynch verified that there is no public money budgeted for this project as far as roads 
are concerned and, due to the lack of funds in the streets funding budget, there probably won’t be a 
road built in the near future because all funding has been used to purchase the land. Lynch believes it is 
premature to spend this kind of money with no identified funding source for a possible build out in the 
future.  The City’s needs may change, particularly with roadway location, and the future of the 9-hole 
golf course is uncertain as well as the type of athletic fields needed.  For Lynch, this is a large investment 
for a plan to show potential donors and cannot support this expense. 
 
Mayor O’Driscoll explained  the reasons to move forward  in the best interest of the community.  After 
hearing recommendations from staff that this is the document needed in order for large donations or 
contributions  to come forward, and is a project the community does want , he would favor moving 
forward. O’Driscoll also commented on the possibility of making this a bigger picture for additions to  
other city parks where plans are already drawn and donors may want to contribute to parks in their 
neighborhood. 
  
Council member Peterson does not agree on sitting back and doing nothing with the golf course 
property, however suggests it is important to have a goal, vision and plan for the community, 
particularly as it relates to a new road and location of athletic fields.  Peterson believes this is money 
well spent and will be voting in favor of the project. 
 
Council member Lynch explained the need for city infrastructure  and public safety and does not agree 
with another plan on the shelf with no money available to build out the project. Lynch would rather 
have an accurate plan, not one that needs to be updated  for more money in five years. 
 
Council member Perske is supportive of moving forward with this planning stage, however is also 
concerned of future funding. Perske feels the plan for where the road will be located through the course 
is necessary and could also identify boundaries of excess land for resale to generate revenue. The green 
space could be used as a temporary ball field with very little city investment. 
 
Mayor O’Driscoll reminded the Council that his intent to support this document is to allow for creation 
of a plan/document  and give the community  an opportunity  for fund raising from the private sector. 
 
 
 
 
  



June 9, 2008 
 
 

5 
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNES AND SECONDED BY PETERSON APPROVING THE MASTER PLAN 
SERVICES WITH BONESTROO FOR THE GOLF COURSE PROPERTY, NOT TO EXCEED $10,000. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  LYNCH 
MOTON CARRIED  
 
NEW BUSINESS 

a. Consideration of bids for 2008 seal coat projects 
 
Public Works Director, Brad Borders presented the bids for 2008 seal coat projects using alternate 
bidding with  granite chips rather than pea rock.  Areas for seal coating include Woodlawn Addition, 
Morning Star Addition and Pine Cone Road North from 2nd Street South to 15th Street North. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY PETERSON AND SECONDED BY LYNCH APPROVING THE BID FROM ASTECH 
CORPORATION FOR THE ALTERNATE BID USING GRANITE CHIPS IN THE AMOUNT OF  $148,385.28. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED  
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

a. Police Department 
 
Chief Hughes presented his semi-monthly report. Hughes also reported on the 14 tobacco compliance 
checks the department conducted over the past weekend with all businesses passing the test.  
 
Council member Perske received material for grants available from Michelle Bachman’s office and 
reminded Chief Hughes to apply for all possible grants. 
 
Council member Hennes questioned the law regarding teenagers driving and using cell phones. Hughes 
explained a new law in effect as of August 1st whereby teenagers on cell phones while driving can be 
fined as well as anyone text messaging.  Hughes updated the Council regarding  the “Cook out with 
Cops” on June 26th at Watab Park from 11-2 p.m., reservations can be made at the police department 
for anyone, age 55+.    
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNES AND SECONDED BY LYNCH ACCEPTING THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
REPORT. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED  
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b. Public Works 
 
Director Brad Borders presented his report and updated the Council on the on-going preparations for 
Summerfest.  
 
Council member Hennes commented on how nice the city looks in all the flower beds and landscaping 
around town.   
 
Mayor O’Driscoll talked about the Summerfest events coming up in the next week and extended thanks 
in advance to the Maintenance Department for all they do to help the City show well. 
 

c. City Engineer 
 
Engineer, Bob Schunicht presented his memorandum and updated the Council on the progress of the 
2008 projects.  Bob outlined  the upcoming closure of Riverside Avenue starting Monday, June 16th and 
extending for approximately two weeks to complete storm sewer repairs. Council member Perske  
requested posting the detour route on the web page for the public. 
 

d. Planning and Community Development Director 
 
Director, Anita Rasmussen presented the request from Mike Hornung to review and amend the sign 
ordinance as it relates to temporary signage and to allow temporary signage.  At the Joint Planning 
Commission meeting, a unanimous recommendation was made to establish a task force to review the 
temporary sign ordinance. Rasmussen is wary of the philosophy amending our ordinances to allow for a 
decrease in our standards. 
 
Council members shared the following ideas: 
 
Council member Lynch said he is in favor of revisiting the ordinance which is an effective advertising tool 
for contractors, and especially since it was a unanimous recommendation from the Planning 
Commission. Lynch did not believe there is a need to revisit the entire ordinance, only the temporary 
sign portion. 
 
Council member Peterson favors leaving the ordinance as it is and not make changes at this time. 
 
Council member Hennes agrees that now is not the right time to review the ordinance. There are other 
ways to advertise for businesses such as mailing fliers. Temporary signs are not stable and usually create 
garbage in ditches. Hennes believes consideration to the ordinance could be given in the future, but not 
now. Hennes asked Anita what other cities are doing with regard to signage and Anita briefly explained 
the ordinances in place, however did state that it usually comes down to enforcement  issues. 
 
Council member Perske  agreed to let the ordinance as it is and revisit in the future.   
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Mayor O’Driscoll talked about the extraordinary efforts by staff to keep the sign ordinance in place and 
enforce control, however realizes that  signs are a helpful marketing tool which features local businesses 
doing work in our community.  O’Driscoll believes this is as good of a time as any to review the 
provisions of the ordinance regarding the number of signs  allowed and the duration of time the sign 
would be permitted.  People driving through the community could also be looking for quality work  and 
could pick up advertising names from signs.   
 
Council member Lynch talked about tough economic times  and  asked why the City would want to 
impose rules to make it tougher for small businesses.  Recognizing Mr. Hornung in the audience, Lynch 
questioned if he would be allowed to be heard on his side of the issue. 
 
Mayor O’Driscoll asked the wishes of the Council, since Mr. Hornung was in attendance at the meeting, 
should he be allowed to make his request?  Consensus of the majority of the Council was that they had 
enough information through Mr. Hornung’s e-mails to make a decision and, since it was not advertised 
as a public hearing, suggested no comments from the public be allowed. 
  
A MOTION WA{ a!59 .¸ /h¦b/L[ a9a.9w [¸b/I !b5 {9/hb595 .¸ a!¸hw hΩ5wL{/h[[ ¢h 
CONSIDER THE CREATION OF A TASK FORCE TO REVISIT THE SIGN ORDINANCE. 
!¸9Υ a!¸hw hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ /h¦b/L[ a9a.9w [¸b/I 
NAY: COUNCIL MEMBERS HENNES, PERSKE, PETERSON 
MOTION FAILED 
 

e. City Administrator 
 
Administrator, Patti Gartland presented her meeting notes. Patti will be making reservations for  
members, if interested in attending the CGMC Summer Conference on July 30, 31 and August 1st.  Patti 
will be out of the office and attending the LMC conference meeting from Wednesday to Friday. 
 
CITY COUNCIL  UPDATE ς MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 
Council member Peterson reported that he has received compliments on the “Welcome to Sartell” city 
signs.  Peterson questioned if a sign could be constructed on the East side near County Road 29  and 
Highway 15 since this is also a major corridor to the city. Staff will contact the task force as to other 
locations and prices previously approved. 
 
Council member Lynch updated the Council on the city facilities meeting which addressed the fire 
station expansion project.   The committee now has a plan for the fire department which will serve the 
City and meet our needs for years to come. 
 
Mayor O’Driscoll talked about the upcoming SummerFest weekend.   Mayor sent kudos to the planning 
committee for coming up with suggestions and creative ways to plan this event, especially in tough 
economic times. All proceeds from the Mayor’s  run will be donated back into  the community for 
recreational activities.  An Informational link  for the SummerFest can be found on the City’s web site.   
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY PETERSON AND SECONDED BY PERSKE TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 8:15         
P.M. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED  
 
  
       Minutes By 
 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Judy Molitor 
___________________________________ 
a!¸hw ¢La hΩ5wL{/h[[ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


