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SARTELL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES  OF  APRIL 28,  2008____________________________                8th     MEETING 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof the  8th  meeting of 2008 was held on April 28, 2008,  in the 
council chambers of the Sartell City Hall.  Mayor O’Driscoll called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT: Mayor O’Driscoll, Council members:  Hennes, Lynch, Perske, Peterson, 
ABSENT:  None 
ALSO PRESENT:  Patti Gartland, City Administrator 

Mary Degiovanni, Finance Director 
   Judy Molitor, Administrative Secretary 
   Bob Schunicht, City Engineer 
   Brad Borders: Public Works Director 
   Dale Struffert, Deputy Chief 
   Anita Rasmussen, Planning & Community Development Director 
 
 PLEDGE OF  ALLEGIANCE 
 
AGENDA REVIEW AND  ADOPTION 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY LYNCH AND SECONDED BY HENNES APPROVING THE AGENDA AS 
AMENDED. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ HENNES, LYNCH, PERSKE, PETERSON 
NAY:   NONE 
MOTION  CARRIED 
 
 APPROVAL OF CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
  
A MOTION WAS MADE BY PETERSON AND SECONDED BY PERSKE APPROVING THE MINUTES OF APRIL 
14, 2008 REGULAR  MEETING AND SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL  AUDIT  WORKSHOP . 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

a. Approval of voucher payments dated April 24, 2008 
b. Approval of  Public Works Commission notes for April 16, 2008 
c. Approval of first quarter 2008 budget report 
d. Approval of schedule for 2009 budget process 
e. Professional Development Registrations: City Administrator to attend annual League of MN 

Cities conference in Rochester on June 10-13, 2008 
f. Approval of resolution authorizing execution of a Safe and Sober grant agreement with 

Minnesota Department of Public Safety. 
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g. Approval of resolution approving plans and specifications and ordering advertisement for bids 
for Val Smith Park improvements and 9th Street NE improvements. 

h. Approval of resolution approving plans and specifications and ordering advertisement for bids 
for 19th Avenue North street and utility extension improvements. 

i. Approval to purchase 4 additional flower planters with donation proceeds and Beautification 
funds 

j. Acceptance of donation from Walgreens for $354.25 for flower planter purchases 
k. Approval of resolution setting a public hearing for May 12, 2008, for an ordinance establishing 

standards for body art  establishments 
l. Approval of resolution setting a public hearing for May 12, 2008, for a conditional use permit for 

approval of a land disturbance permit for the 97 acre Sartell Partners property on TH15 
m. Schedule special meeting of the Economic Development Authority for consideration of  bond 

issuance for property acquisition for 5:30 pm on Monday, May 12, 2008 
n.  Approval of budgeted park playground equipment, swing unit and basketball unit purchase for 

Eastside Kiddie Park 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY PERSKE AND SECONDED BY HENNES !ttwh±LbD /hb{9b¢ !D9b5! ά!έ 
¢Iwh¦DI άNέΦ REMOVING 4-M FOR DISCUSSION UNDER  OLD BUSINESS, 6E. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Presentation of 2007 NPDES Phase II annual report and 2008 Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 
 
Anita Rasmussen presented the  NPDES Phase II annual report  and the 2008 Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan.  The City of Sartell is located at the edge of a large urbanized area which classifies it a 
mandatory regulated MS4 for NPDES Phase II program.  The permit requires the City to incorporate six 
minimum control measures into a storm water pollution prevention plan which also needs to be 
updated on a yearly basis.  Those six control measures include: Public Education and Outreach, Public 
Participation/Involvement, Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination, Construction Site Runoff Control, 
Post-Construction Runoff Control and Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping.  This public hearing 
fulfills the City’s requirement to hold a public hearing to gain input on the SWPPP as part of the public 
participation and involvement control measure.  In addition, the City will submit to MPCA an annual 
report of those activities preformed as outlined in the 2007 SWPPP. 
 
Mayor opened and closed the public hearing at 7:10 p.m.  No oral or written testimony was received. 
 
Resolution approving 2007 NPDES Phase II report and 2008 Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY LYNCH AND SECONDED BY PETERSON ADOPTING RESOLUTION 57-08  
APPROVING THE 2007 NPDES REPORT AND 2008 STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED  
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OLD BUSINESS 
 

a. Recommendation from City Attorney to set a hearing date for consideration of suspension or 
revocation of liquor license for The Dam Bar/Club Sinergy relating to an incident that occurred 
on December 16, 2007 

 
Because Council member Peterson ‘s employer may be representing a party to this incident, Peterson 
recused himself from the dais and discussion. 
 
Assistant City Attorney, Mathew Staehling reported that he had been given an incident report from 
Police Chief Hughes regarding an incident that happened at the Dam Bar on December 16, 2007.The 
Stearns County Attorney has charged two individuals with felony crimes in this incident.  Because the 
Dam Bar is licensed by the City of Sartell, Attorney Staehling recommended the City proceed with 
scheduling an open meeting to consider suspension or revocation of the liquor license.  The meeting 
would be open to the public, however only relevant evidence to the incident would be heard by the 
Council.  Information relating to an incident that occurred on December 16, 2007 was included in the 
Council’s packet. Staehling clarified the difference of holding an open meeting versus a public hearing. 
Staehling suggested a  minimum 10 day notice for a hearing be given and scheduled on an evening other 
than the regular Council meeting due to the possible length of the meeting.  
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNES AND SECONDED BY LYNCH SETTING A HEARING FOR MAY 21, 2008 
AT 6 P.M. TO CONSIDER SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF A LIQUOR LICENSE FOR THE DAM 
BAR/CLUB SINERGY RELATING TO AN INCIDENT THAT OCCURRED ON DECEMBER 16, 2007. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9  
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED  
 
7:20 P.M. Council member Peterson returned to the dais. 
 

c. Consideration of policy establishing parameters for consideration of petitions requesting 
annexation to the City. 

  
Anita Rasmussen presented the draft of a proposed policy and procedures to better facilitate and guide 
future annexation requests for the developed parts of LeSauk Township as divided into 14 areas and 
identified on the map included for Council review. 
 
Gartland clarified that part of the policy which encourages affected property owners to communicate 
their interest and/or concerns regarding annexation and/or extension of utility services to the Town 
Board. 
  
Mayor O’Driscoll explained the need for the policy to establish long range planning for the proper 
extension of city services should they be requested in the 14  township areas as identified on the map. 
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY LYNCH AND SECONDED BY PERSKE APPROVING THE POLICY FOR 
ESTABLISHING PARAMETERS FOR ANNEXATION. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED  
 

d. Consideration of local option sales tax funding allocation (requested at April 14, 2008 
meeting). 

 
Patti Gartland presented a draft of local option sales tax allocation spreadsheet to assist with funding 
source as it relates to the purchase of the golf course as well as parking lot and trail at Val Smith Park. 
 
Council members discussed sales tax allocations including interest  for land acquisition projects. 
 
Council member Peterson  expressed concerned about the amount of money designated toward 
roadways and was of the opinion that the sales tax money would be allocated toward projects the City 
wants, but is not normally budgeted for.   
 
Council member Lynch gave suggested  sales tax dollar amounts to be used for the golf course and the 
Dehler property purchase, stating  that he prefers to move forward with the allocations for land 
acquisition now since other sales tax category allocations had already been agreed to by the Council.  
 
Council member Perske is concerned about the overall picture and how the Council will prioritize the 
next major purchases, namely roadways and library. However, Perske is comfortable with the 
adjustments to the numbers on the land acquisition as discussed. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY LYNCH AND SECONDED BY HENNES ALLOCATING THE FOLLOWING SALES 
TAX FUNDS TO THE FOLLOWING PROJECTS: $825,000 FOR THE GOLF COURSE, $500,000 FOR THE 
DEHLER PROPERTY; $2.2  FOR ATHLETIC,  RECREATION,  PARKS & TRAILS;  $600,000 PRE-2007 SALES 
TAX FUNDS FOR THE GOLF COURSE;  LEAVING  APPROXIMATELY $1.4 MILLION  IN LAND ACQUISITION 
FUNDS UNALLOCATED AT THIS TIME. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9  
NAY:   PETERSON 
MOTON CARRIED  
 
The following item was removed from the consent agenda by Council member Lynch for separate 
discussion: 
 

m. Schedule special meeting of the Economic Development Authority for consideration of  bond 
issuance for property acquisition for 5:30 pm on Monday, May 12, 2008 

 
The Finance Director explained the response by the City Attorney that the personal property included 

with the land purchase of the golf course was related facilities for purposes of sales tax financing. Mary 

also explained the request to use the EDA’s bonding authority for financing this acquisition.  A special 
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EDA meeting is recommended so Ehlers can provide more information on the bond options for the golf 

course purchase and other 2008 city project financing. 

Due to a conflict of time for Mayor O’Driscoll, an alternate date for the EDA meeting was suggested for 

May 21, 2008 at 5 p.m.. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY LYNCH AND SECONDED BY PETERSON SCHEDULING A SPECIAL MEETING 
FOR THE EDA FOR 5:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY MAY 21, 2008 FOR CONSIDERATION OF BOND 
ISSUANCE. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ t9w{Y9Σ t9¢9w{hb 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED  
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
Emergency Services (Police & Fire) Department 
 
No report was given, however Deputy Struffert was on hand to answer questions. 
Council member Hennes asked for clarification on how the peddlers licenses are granted. Struffert 
explained the permit is granted when  an application is made, however if  there is reported problems 
with specific peddlers, a  police officer is dispatched to the problem area, the permit is pulled and the 
peddlers are  then required to leave the city. 
 
Public Works Department 
 
Director Brad Borders did not have a memorandum, however updated the Council on the earth day 
events and thanked the approximate 175 volunteers who helped pick up debris along the roadways and 
in city parks. Mayor O’Driscoll specifically thanked Council members Perske and Hennes who also 
volunteered with this project.  
 
City Engineer 
 
Bob Schunicht presented his memorandum and updated the Council on the process of acquiring right –
of-way  easements for the Pine Cone Road extensions between 15th and 27th Street North. Schunicht 
explained that the road design has been put on hold for now. 
 
Planning & Community Development 
 
Anita Rasmussen presented her memorandum. 
 
City Administrator 
 
Patti Gartland presented her meeting agenda notes. 
 
 
 
 



April l 28, 2008 
 

6 
 

CITY COUNCIL UPDATE ς MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 
From the Facilities Committee, Council member Hennes updated the Council on the progress of the fire 
station.  Hennes also reported that St. Cloud City Council will be moving forward with a feasibility study 
on an aquatic center and will survey surrounding communities to receive feedback on a possible 
regional aquatic center. MTC will give an update to the Council the first meeting in June. 
 
Council member Lynch  invited the Council and Staff to the EDC Partnership meeting at the American 
Heritage Log Bank in St. Cloud on May 21st  at 7:30 a.m. in the lower level. 
 
Council member Perske  reported that the future expansion of  Heritage Drive and Roberts Road will be 
discussed at the next Public Works meeting.  Perske  also clarified his position on the Ice arena 
compared to his support for the golf course property purchase, starting with the Visioning meeting and 
the number one issue by residents was to have a library using sales tax money.  The Park Commission 
and Community Center task force were not involved in the proposal that came to the council for the 
arena project.   Perske summarized city spending for the arena site at $250,000,  $337,000 in property 
tax abatement,   $120,000 for the shelter, $20,000 in hockey boards,  $250,000 from the mighty ducks 
money including  $35,000 for the Zamboni  and  $300,000 for bridge and trails. If this is phase I, when 
will we meet the needs of the community for phase II?  Approval and development of the Pine Cone 
Regional Park was never on the agenda for the Park Commission. Perske clarified his position on being 
opposed to the hockey arena because he believes it represents a narrow focus for special interests only 
and not the interest of the whole community. Perske hopes the Ice arena can continue to be successful, 
self-sufficient, privately owned and operated.  
 
Council member Peterson has been in meetings with the Hockey Association and reported that the 
Association is doing well financially. This past year has been successful for the arena and enrollment 
numbers are up. The Park Commission is in the process of reviewing designs for parks and is excited 
about the golf course opportunity. 
 
Representing the City on the APO Board, Mayor O’Driscoll updated the Council  on a report given at the 
last meeting regarding  the lack of State and Federal funding for roads.    At that same meeting MN DOT 
also explained their funding will maintain some roads only. O’Driscoll talked about challenging times 
ahead for Sartell’s road improvement projects and the advantage of having sales tax money to cover 
some road improvements. 
 
hƭŘŜǊ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴΩǎ aƻƴǘƘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ 
 
Patti Gartland explained the request by the Sartell Senior Connection Chair for a proclamation declaring 
the month of May as “Older Americans Month”  including  a photo shoot of the group with the Council.  
Staff is further recommending the opportunity for a reception with cake and coffee possibly preceding a 
Council meeting.  Consensus of the Council was to host the "Older Americans Month” on May 12th at 
6:30 p.m. prior to the regularly scheduled council meeting. 
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ADJOURN 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY HENNES AND SECONDED BY LYNCH TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 8:16 
P.M. 
UPON VOTE BEING TAKEN, THE FOLLOWING VOTED: 
AYE:  hΩ5wL{/h[[Σ I9bb9{Σ [¸b/IΣ PERSKE, PETERSON 
NAY:  NONE 
MOTON CARRIED  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
       Minutes By 
 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Judy Molitor 
___________________________________ 
a!¸hw ¢La hΩ5wL{/h[[ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


